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Three Executives Promoted at CHIRON America, Inc.

(Charlotte, NC – February 2006)  Three top executives have been promoted at CHIRON America, Inc. Joseph Norwood has been promoted to Chief Executive Officer; William Maesalu to Chief Financial Officer; and Dirk Zikeli to Chief Operating Officer. 


“These promotions reflect a consolidation of responsibilities under each of us and provide more flexibility to plan for and react quickly to customer needs in North America,” said Norwood. “The management team will continue to fuel our current growth and expand the range of products, services, and performance standards that define this company.” CHIRON America is the North American subsidiary of CHIRON Werke in Tuttlingen, Germany, a manufacturer of proven turnkey manufacturing solutions aimed at the medical, aerospace, and automotive industries.


Joe Norwood was formerly Senior Vice President and General Manager at CHIRON America, and has led the company through significant growth and reorganization over the last two years. As CEO, he will continue the momentum by expanding its manufacturing resources.


Bill Maesalu was a Vice President and has been named CFO at CHIRON America. He is responsible for all financial and administrative operations. Maesalu offers the insight and financial management expertise to effectively steer the company through the many challenges facing a machine tool company in the evolving U.S. manufacturing sector. 


Dirk Zikeli, previously Director of Operations, now holds the title of COO and is responsible for support and post-sales functions within CHIRON America, Inc. Dirk has been with the company for 20 years. Zikeli brings a high level of technical and service experience to his new position, enabling him to expand the company’s applications, manufacturing, and engineering capabilities.
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