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Hybrid Bearings Use on the Rise in Racing Industry

(April 2004)  The trend of auto and motorcycle racers using hybrid bearings (steel races with CERBEC® ceramic balls) is continuing to grow, according to Dave Conforti, President of Worldwide Bearings, Inc., Fairfield, NJ. “Since we started producing hybrid bearings in 1999, our sales to the racing industry have increased to half of our total sales in 2003.” In auto racing, hybrid bearings are used in the transmission, pinion, and rear axle. In drag bikes, they are applied in the front and back wheels, clutch, transmission, and pulley drive systems.

As a case in point, Larry McBride’s Top Fuel Kawasaki drag bike weighs 1075 lbs. and makes over 1250 hp. It travels the ¼ mile in 5.88 seconds at 243 mph from a standing start. This is the first and only motorcycle to run under 6 seconds in the ¼ mile. McBride’s motorcycle has over 20 of the hybrid bearings featuring CERBEC® balls from Saint-Gobain Advanced Ceramics. The hybrids have been in it for three years with zero failures. 


In general, ceramic hybrid bearings offer lower thermal expansion, smoother surface, increased hardness and stiffness, lighter weight, and corrosion/electrical-resistant properties. “Our experience with the racers is that the hybrids offer 40% less friction and 60% less rotating weight,” says Conforti. 


In an auto application, these bearings are also featured in Greg Anderson’s NHRA Prostock record-holding Pontiac Grand Am. Anderson is the 2003 NHRA Prostock Champion and holds both the ET (elapsed time) and MPH (miles per hour) records. His car has eight of the hybrid bearings, running for over two years without failure. 


Worldwide Bearings was created in 1994. The company is the world’s largest supplier of bearings for the power sport industries, and specializes in high performance applications and conventional repair and rebuilds services.

For more information, please contact Worldwide Bearings at 800-575-3220, or visit the company’s website, www.worldwidebearings.com.
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Larry McBride’s Top Fuel Kawasaki drag bike weighs 1075 lbs. and makes over 1250 hp. It travels the ¼ mile in 5.88 seconds at 243 mph from a standing start. This is the first and only motorcycle to run under 6 seconds in the ¼ mile. McBride’s motorcycle has over 20 of the hybrid bearings featuring CERBEC® balls from Saint-Gobain Advanced Ceramics. The hybrids have been in it for three years with zero failures. 

